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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR YAQUB HEADING FOR WASHINGTON WITH 
BHUTTO'S REPLY 

REF: STATE 68624 

1 . WE LEARNED YESTERDAY THAT AMBASSADOR YAQUB KHAN 
HAD DEPARTED PAKISTAN AND WAS EN ROUTE TO WASHINGTON 
VIA TEHRAN CARRYING WITH HIM BHUTTO'S REPLY TO PRESIDENT 
FORD'S LETTER OF MARCH 19 ON NON PROLIFERATION. THE 
MINISTRY HERE TELLS US THAT THE PAK EMBASSY HAS BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR YAQUB WITH 
THE SECRETARY IN THIS CONNECTION. 

2. 1 DO HOPE THAT THE SECRETARY WILL BE ABLE TO MEET 
WITH YAQUB. I BELIEVE THAT THE FACT THAT THE AMBASSADOR 
IS PERSONALLY CARRYING THE LETTER IS INDICATIVE OF THE 
IMPORTANCE THE PAKISTANIS ATTACH TO SUCH A MEETING ON 
THE NON-PROLIFERATION ISSUE, AND I WOULD EXPECT THAT 
HAVING JUST SEEN BHUTTO YAQUB WILL WANT TO TAKE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPAND ON THE TEXT. 

3. 1 THINK THAT THE FACT THAT WE HAVE NOT BEEN OFFERED 
A COPY OF THE LETTER, DESPITE BHUTTO'S EARLIER 
PROMISE TO MAKE ONE AVAILABLE TO US AS SOON AS IT WAS 
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SEEING THE SECRETARY. BHUTTO, AZIZ AHMED, AND AGHA 
SHAHI HAVE ALL BEEN AWAY FROM ISLAMABAD FOR THE LAST 
FEW DAYS, WITH BHUTTO BARNSTORMING IN BALUCHISTAN AND 
THE OTHER EITHER WITH HIM OR IN KARACHI. WHILE THIS 
COULD BE CITED AS A POSSIBLE REASON WE HAVEN'T BEEN 
CUT IN ON THE TEXT OF THE BHUTTO LETTER, I THINK THE 
PARS SIMPLY WANT TO BE SURE THAT THEY DO NOT IN ANY 
WAY JEOPARDIZE PROSPECTS FOR YAQUB'S APPOINTMENT. 

4. YAQUB MIGHT ALSO WANT TO PASS ALONG SOME THOUGHTS 
FROM BHUTTO ON THE PRIME MINISTER'S APPROACH TOWARD 
THE SUGGESTED SECURITY TREATY BETWEEN PAKISTAN, IRAN 
AND TURKEY. THE DEPARTMENT IS NOW CONSIDERING WHAT 
USG REACTION TO THIS PROPOSAL MIGHT APPROPRIATELY 

BE, AND I KNOW THE SUBJECT WILL BE OF INTEREST TO THE 
SECRETARY. 

5. I'D ALSO HOPE THAT THE MEETING COULD BE FOLLOWED 
UP WITH OTHERS FROM TIME TO TIME IF THE SECRETARY'S 
SCHEDULE PERMITS. WHILE NATURALLY PREFER FOR THE 
MOST PART TO CARRY ON THE US-PAK DIALOGUE DIRECTLY 
WITH BHUTTO, AN OCCASIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR YAQUB TO 
REPRESENT BHUTTO AT THE SECRETARY'S LEVEL WOULD 
PROBABLY BE A HELPFUL AND HEALTHY THING. 
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